INTRODUCTION,,

made to prove that the merchant had struck the blow of
which the Mala died, but when the witnesses came to
be cross-examined regarding the details of the fight and
what subsequently happened, they broke down entirely.
There were minor discrepancies regarding the actual spot
where the blow was struck, but three of the witnesses were
palpably inconsistent. One said that deceased, after he
had been struck, was carried to the choultry, where he lay
insensible for the whole of the night, until the police came
next morning ; a second s<aid that the deceased, after he was
struck, was left on the road, where he remained groaning
and insensible the whole, night; and the third, a police
constable, said that deceased, immediately after lie had
been struck, walked about two miles* to the next police
station, showed his wounds, and laid a complaint against
the prisoner ! this witness, in describing the injuries, had
taken no notice, or no complaint was made, of the injury
which subsequently caused death, namely, a blow on the
skull which caused a piece of the bone to impinge on the
brain. Another wonderful incident in this case was that
the deceased was sent to the hospital and discharged cured
after about five days, the injury to the brain having been
unnoticed. A few days afterwards he was again admitted,
and died of the injury, which had been previously unre-
marked ! In this case there could be no doubt that there was
a fight between the Madigas and the Malas, when the latter
obstructed the procession; but after a man had been
seriously wounded, it was attempted to put the responsi-
bility on the merchant, who, during the fight, was lying ill
in his bandy. False evidence is as often given or concocted
through fear as through enmity or evil motives. The
following case tried at the July sessions (1884) at Cuddapah,
is a good example. Two brothers lived together. They
were well-to-do, and their house had been twice robbed.
A noted robber, who had several times been convicted,
and who was the terror of the neighbourhood, lived in the
next village. One day, one of the brothers went away for
two days on business ; the other brother remained at home.